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At the ISTMA annual meeting on January 20, 2010 
during the 76th Iowa Turfgrass Trade 

awarded to Open Space Park in Sioux Center, Iowa. 
 

The City of Sioux Center is the home of Open Space 
Park. The park is a city owned facility playing host 
to football, baseball, softball and soccer events. 
Along with the city’s recreation department the fa-
cilities are also used by the local high school and 
Dordt College. 
 

Brad Vermeer and Lee Van Meeteren are charged 
with maintaining Open Space Park on a daily basis. 
They have two college students who take care of the 
Little League fields and three students who assist 
with the mowing in the park.  
 

The baseball and softball fields have events daily 
from March 15th thru July 20th then again from Sep-
tember 1st through October 5th. The fields are used 
by the local college teams until early May, when the 
high school starts practice. The last game for the 
complex was a sub-state baseball game on July 21st. 
College begins again with fall ball when classes be-
gin in August. 

 

The soccer season begins with youth soccer around 
April 10th and goes until the end of May, when the 
adult soccer league begins. This continues until Au-
gust 15th. As soon as Adult League ends the crew 
paints the field for football, used by 3rd thru 6th 
grades and also for some junior high games. In be-
tween football games, on the soccer field, the college 
plays lacrosse. 
 

The football field is used starting the end of August 
with the last game played on November 14th. In be-
tween those dates there are 31 football games, a 
punt, pass and run contest, hosted by the recreation 
department, plus several morning marching band 
practices. 
 

With a two person crew and a baseball field hosting 
118 events, softball hosting 114 events, and a foot-
ball field having 46 events, Open Space Park is truly 
deserving of this honor. 
 

Congratulations to the City of Sioux Center and Brad 
Vermeer and Lee Van Meeteren on receiving the 
ISTMA 2009 “Complex of the Year”. 

ISTMA Award Winner: “Complex of the Year”              —Mark Heick 

There are a lot of things that must be accomplished 
at an athletic complex or facility to get ready for the 
up-coming season. As the cold winds are still blow-
ing and the turf is still brown, we need to make sure 
that we don’t fall into that winter dormancy stage 
when it comes to our equipment. 
 

All of our turf maintenance equipment must be thor-
oughly serviced so that it will be as trouble-free as 
possible once the growing season arrives.  
 

Let’s go over some of the basics here…. 
for every machine that has an engine on it, make 
sure that you change the oil and filter (if applicable). 
Grease all bearings and bushings that have a grease 
zerk.  
 

Remove all rotary mower blades, sharpen and re-
balance. Don’t forget to grease the spindles! 
For reel mowing equipment, this would be the time 

to replace the bedknives and re-lap. If you don’t 
have the equipment to perform this yourself, there 
are several companies or your local golf course that 
will be able to do this for you. 

 

Purchase any replacement blades, aerating tines, or 
parts before the growing season gets here. You may 
get some pre-season discounts and also eliminate a 
possible “back order” situation in the heat of the sea-
son. 

 

Visibly examine and physically shake things while 
looking for loose, broken, or worn-out parts and 
pieces. 

 

Repaint older, ugly equipment. This not only keeps 
if from rusting, but helps with management and gen-
eral public perception as to how you take care of 
things. The same idea applies to the maintenance 
shop. 

 

Don’t Go Through Winter Dormancy                  —Bryan Wood 

Conference & 
Show, the 2009 ISTMA scholarships and awards were
handed out. This year the “Complex of the Year” was 
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Stand back and look at the big picture of things…. Is 
a particular piece of equipment going to make it 
through another year? Or two years? Should you be 
getting prices and planning that replacement before 
it’s too late? 
 

You may choose to call your equipment dealers to 
come give you an analysis of your equipment for 
repairs or trade-in values. Keep in mind, you should 

use people you know and have problem equipment 
dealt with before if possible. They are in business to 
sell you things, so don’t buy things you don’t need!  
 

I know these things are pretty basic, but we all need 
a little reminder sometimes. Work hard, play harder, 
and look forward to a great growing season to 
come!!!! 

Don’t Go Through Winter Dormancy Continued from  pg1        —Bryan Wood 

 This year we have a new category for mem-
bers: Associate member.  This membership is for 
Coaches and Athletic Directors. The other categories 
will stay the same; Student, Professional Sports Turf 
Manager and Affiliate. 
 
 In March, Dr. Dave Minner and I are going 
to speak to the Athletic Directors at their conference 
in Iowa City.  Hopefully we can convince several of 
them to join the ISTMA! 
 

 We can use all the help we can get to recruit  
new members so if you know of someone please 
have them call the Turf Office for information.  Our 
membership is currently at 190 members. This is 
down three from last year.  Hopefully with your help 
we can get over 200 members this coming year! 
 
 If there is anyone that has interest in joining 
the membership committee please contact the Turf 
Office. 

ISTMA Membership Report                -Don Larson

Iowa Turfgrass Institute  515-232-8222 www.iowaturfgrass.org 
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 Hello fellow ISTMA members. I am your new Presi-
dent, Don Larson.  For those of you that don’t know me, I 
have done maintenance and grounds work for the Ames 
Community School District for 32 years.  In that time I 
worked with all of the athletic fields. With advice from other 
members, as well as people like Gary Peterson and Dr. Dave 
Minner , we have made vast improvements to the Ames 
Schools athletic fields. ISTMA has been a big help to me 
over the years and I plan on continuing to do my part to re-
turn the favor. 
 

 I know the economy is bad and budgets are being cut, 
but don’t think you are in this alone. Networking with other 
members and attending workshops will help us be able, with 
new information and ideas, to help get through this.  It is in 
times like this that we need to use our knowledge and con-
nections in the ISTMA to help us be more efficient, while 
keeping the fields safe for the players. 
 

 It is my hope and prayer that we can get through this 
year without any major weather problems or tragic losses of 
members lives as we have had in the past few years. If you 
need us, use your network of members and vendor members 
for support. 
 

 Have a good year!  I hope see you at workshops and 
other ISTMA events around the state! 
 

ISTMA President 
Don Larson 

President’s Report             — Don Larson 
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 ISTMA Member Justin Stogdill  
 Attends National STMA  
Conference  

I would like to thank the ISTMA Board and 
the membership for having the privilege to serve as 
your president the last two years. In all we were able 
to accomplish many things and have several ideas 
and suggestions to try to implement in the future. 
Economic times have all of us trying to find better 
ways and I believe we will come out stronger for it.  
I feel ISTMA is in goods hands with the people that 
are on the current board, but as always they could 
use your help on one of the committees or in anyway 
that you can.  

One of the last responsibilities and privileges 
I had as presidents was to attend the Chapter Officer 
Training Session at the National Sports Turf Man-
ager’s Association annual Conference and Trade 
Show in Orlando, Florida this January. This is a 
great conference made up of round table type format, 
designed to allow officers or board members from 
local chapters to meet other officers from chapters 
from across the nation. I have had the opportunity to 
attend a couple of these the last few years. I always 
seem to find out more about other chapters each time 

I attend. Many of them are facing the same situations 
that we in Iowa are facing. The economic times have 
hurt participation in work shops. They have seen a 
decrease in advertising as well. I also found out that 
many are losing members due to budget cuts at their 
facilities. I asked the question on how the free regis-
tration to the National Sports Turf Conference was 
awarded to their chapters. There were several differ-
ent ways; the one I found most interesting was a lot-
tery. I was also able to gain some very positive ideas 
on how to increase membership and fundraising, 
which will be shared with the Board of Directors. 
The most encouraging thing I heard was that we are 
in better shape than most. Other chapters rave about 
our newsletter and are trying to replicate it. They 
also are surprised at the amount of members we do 
have for such a small state compared to others, such 
as California. In all I would say keep up the good 
work Iowa, the nation is watching! In closing I 
would ask you to please support the new board!!! 
 
 

Past President’s Report                                                             —-Matt Carl, CSFM 

 Hello my name is Justin Stogdill. I recently 
received the free National STMA conference regis-
tration and would like to thank the ISTMA Board 
and the STMA for this opportunity-of-a-lifetime. I 
experienced a lot of “firsts” on this trip: first time on 
an airplane, first time in Florida and the first time to 
be able to attend any type of conference like this. I 
found the networking portion to be great! I was able 
to meet several people from different parts of the 
country. Particularly a couple of guys from Utah that 
have a complex similar to the one I work at.  I found 
that just about everyone I talked to has similar prob-
lems and concerns that we do here in Iowa. The 
Trade Show was also a highlight of mine. Some of 
the equipment that was there I had never seen before 
in my life! I wanted to get on it and drive it back 
home. Above all the education portion was amazing.  
I went to many different classes and learned many 
new ideas and better ways to help me with my job. I 
want to thank the Iowa STMA Board members for 
all the class and courtesy that they showed me on 
one of the most memorable experiences of my life.   
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Name: Andy Eiffert  
Job Title: Sports Turf Manager 
Company: University of Iowa 
 
 
 
What originally got you inter-
ested in a turfgrass related ca-
reer? 
            I started to work for the City of Mt. Pleasant 

while in high school taking care of the parks 
and softball and soccer fields. That sparked 
my interest in turf grass. I then attended 
Kirkwood Community College and received 
a degree in Turfgrass Management. 

 

What was your first turf related job? 
 I started push-mowing yards with my mom 
while in middle school.  

 

How long have you been in your current position? 
 I have been working for Ted Thorn and the 

Iowa Hawkeyes going on eight years. I have 
been blessed to have been able to be part of  
"The Iowa Family", being able to work un-
der guys like the “Legendary” Larry Putney, 
and Cale Doyle for my first six years. Then 
being able to team up with my friend, Tony 
Seino, the past two years has been great. 

 

What is the most gratifying/rewarding aspect of your 
job? 

I would say having friends, family and 
coaches tell me how good the fields looked 
on game day. Knowing that we, as a staff, 
did our best to make a safe playing surface 
for our coaches and players. 

 

What do you see as the most challenging aspect of 
your job? 

Traveling around to all of the fields and 
finding time to make everyone happy. Mak-
ing the football, baseball, softball, soccer, 
track, cross country, field hockey coaches 
and Rec Service Department all feel like we 
are spending enough time at their complex 
with just two full-time staff. 
 

If you could choose one thing to change that would 
make your job easier, or allow you to perform your 
job better, what would it be? 

      An endless budget  would be everyone’s 
wish. 

 

What do you consider to be your most valuable piece 

of equipment and why? 
 Our Gator/mobile office/coat closet/tool 
shed, that’s donated by Pyramid- John Deere 
of Iowa City. The assumption is that we 
probably have endless funds; false. We have 
a lot of used equipment and two great me-
chanics. Tony and I have about 130 acres of 
turf. The Gator and the Larryall (named after 
Larry Putney) are the two modes of trans-
portation that we have to get around campus. 
We have one other piece of equipment that I 
would hate be without. Our 1950’s (We 
Think) roll pack.  It probably should be in 
our Hall of Fame and not our shed, but we 
can’t live without it. 

 

How long have you been a member of the Iowa 
Sports Turf Managers Association?  

I have been a member ISTMA for six years 
and National Member for three years 

 

How did you first come in contact with ISTMA? 
I would say about two years after I started 
working for The University of Iowa, I heard 
about the ISTMA.  
 

What do you think is the best benefit of being a 
member of ISTMA? 

I would say that the networking, being able 
to bounce ideas off of other members or ask-
ing others about ways they handled different 
situations. The second reason is to join with 
other turf managers from around the state 
and help out when needed.  If it’s helping 
paint a high school field, teaching painting 
tips at a field day, or talking to a turf class at 
Kirkwood. 
 

What do you personally find to be the most valuable 
reason for attending the Iowa Turfgrass Conference 
and Trade Show? 

 I always seem to learn something new in the 
classes. Being able to learn from profession-
als in our field. It may be just a new way of 
doing something I’m already doing, but 
maybe a new more efficient way of getting it 
done.  Networking is also a valuable reason. 
 

What hobbies and interests do you have away from 
work? 

My lovely wife, Joanna, and I have just pur-
chased our first home last summer, so spend-
ing time on projects around the house has 
kept me busy this winter. 

Member Profile of Conference Attendee                       —-John Newell 
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What hobbies and interests do you have away from 
work? 

I’m also member of Parkview Church and 
have spent a lot of time helping with the col-
lege group 24-7 over the past 8 years. I en-
joy taking students on service trips around 
the U.S. We have been fortunate to be able 
to help out in West Palm Beach once, New 
Orleans after hurricane Katrina five times, as 
well as two trips to a camp in Colorado for 
some roofing projects. I would like to thank 
the University of Iowa for letting me spend a 
week in the spring to help with these disas-
ters. I am looking forward to be traveling to 
Galveston, TX with fifty students this March 
to help clean up from the hurricane that hit 
last year. 

 
 

 Member Profile of  
 Conference Attendee           
                                             —-John Newell  
Continued from page 5 
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 The 2010 Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade-
show was held January 19 through the 21st in downtown 
Des Moines at the Polk County Convention Center and 
Marriott Hotel.  As is the case most every year, the 
weather created some challenges for attendees making it 
to and staying for the entirety of the event. But those that 
were able to attend parts, or all of the three days, certainly 
had to leave feeling they received the value of education 
and information they sought.   
 

 Once again, the educational sessions spread 
throughout the three days had something for everyone and 
really sets the bar for any future events.  Regardless of 
whether you were a veteran Sports Turf Manager, a recent 
addition to the sports turf business from another speciali-
zation, a brand new turf manager just getting your start, or 
a student of the profession still in training, each and every 
presentation during any of the three day's sessions had 
valuable and new information to add on to your increasing 
knowledge base.  Even if you were getting a "refresher" 
on practices you already feel familiar with, the enthusi-
asm, confidence and successes of the presenters had to 
leave one excited to charge out of the gates for the 2010 
sports turf season ahead! 
 

 The tradeshow was another outstanding feature 
of this year's event.  There are several windows of time 
over the course of the conference to visit with the dozens 
of vendors set up on the tradeshow floor, and if you or-
ganized your time right, it was just possible to see them 
all adequately.  The equipment and product displays were 
superb, the company representatives friendly and knowl-
edgeable, and the tradeshow as a whole should definitely 
have given everyone another opportunity to look forward 
to the year ahead!   
 

 The entire three days also provided ample time to 
network and catch up with industry peers and associates.  
The Industry Reception on Wednesday evening is one of 
the best times to network and this particular reception will 
certainly be memorable to those in attendance for years to 

come.  Due to the inclement weather, the Marriott Hotel, 
location of the reception, lost power for several hours that 
coincided with the reception.  True to the image of our 
industry, adaptations were made on the fly and the recep-
tion went on as scheduled without missing a beat. A big 
thanks goes out to the staff of the Marriott for helping 
make all of that happen!   
 

 Thanks are also in order for those that make the 
Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Tradeshow the special 
event that it is year after year.  First and foremost, a great 
thanks goes out to all the commercial exhibitors partici-
pating in the event.  Their support and backing are truly 
what makes the conference a reality.   
 

 Thank you to Jeff, Patti and the rest of their sup-
port staff who work tirelessly leading up to and during the 
conference to pull the entire event together.  It is easy to 
forget all the little details and planning necessary while 
we are all enjoying such a great event, but their work 
should not go unnoticed and we can't thank them enough 
for the effort they put in.  
 

 Lastly, thank you to the conference education 
committee for putting together another excellent presenta-
tion schedule and for all those who did the presenting 
themselves for being willing to share all of your great 
topics with the attendees! 
   

2010 Iowa Turfgrass Conference Trade Show and Review –John Newell 

 
Turf Links:  
 
Iowa State University Turf Club  
http://www.stuorg.iastate.edu/turf-club/ 
 
Iowa State University Horticulture  
http://www.hort.iastate.edu/ 
 
Kirkwood Community College Horticulture  
http://www.kirkwood.edu/agrisciences 
  
Sport Turf Managers Association  
http://www.stma.org/ 
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 At the ISTMA annual business meeting the 
Gary Petersen scholarships were awarded to Andrew 
Hoiberg from Iowa State University and Paul 
Swafford from Kirkwood College. 
 

 Andrew Hoiberg is working towards his 
PhD in Horticulture. He holds a masters degree in 
Horticulture from Iowa State University, as well as a 
Bachelor’s of Science in Landscape Horticulture 
from Colorado State University. 
 

 Andrew’s practical experience includes 
seven years with the Denver Broncos at Invesco 
Field as an Assistant Turf Manager, one year as the 
interim Turf Manager at Iowa State University.   
From 2007-present, he worked as a Research Associ-
ate with Dr. David Minner. Congratulations and 
Good Luck! 
 

 After completing his degree, Andrew plans 
on concentrating his efforts on a comprehensive 
body of research dedicated almost entirely to traffic 
tolerance and management of intensely trafficked 
areas of athletic fields. Following that, he plans to 
seek an academic appointment at a college or univer-
sity doing extension, teaching and research. Within 
ten years of graduation, he hopes to have five years 
of his academic career behind him on the road to a 
tenured permanent academic position. 
   

 The second scholarship was awarded to Paul 
Swafford who is enrolled at Kirkwood Community 
College in the Golf Course and Athletic Field 
Turfgrass Management Program.   He plans on fin-
ishing his AAS degree in April.   He also has re-
ceived a diploma from Indian Hills Community Col-
lege for Turf and Greenhouse Management.   

 After graduation, Paul’s plans include get-
ting some experience in the recreational side of the 
turfgrass industry.  His intention is to work towards a 
Turf Manager position. Paul’s practical experience 

includes working as an Assistant Grounds keeper for 
the Burlington Bees Baseball organization, Indian 
Hills softball field maintenance, Kirkwood Commu-
nity college grounds department and currently with 
the Horticulture Maintenance Division at Kirkwood. 
Congratulations, Paul and good luck. 
 
 ISTMA is pleased to offer these scholarships 
and wishes each recipient much success as they pur-
sue their career goals. All proceeds from the silent 
auction held during the conference go towards pro-
viding scholarship opportunities. ISTMA would like 
to express our gratitude and appreciation to the indi-
viduals and businesses that support the scholarship 
program. 

Gary Peterson Scholarship Winners      

 
Honor your commitments, but only com-

mit to the things you truly honor. 
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 Elections for four Board of Director spots 
were held during ISTMA's Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, January 24, 2010. The election resulted 
in three new board members and one incumbent re-
taining his previously held positions on the board.   

 Tony Senio was re-elected to another term as 
At-Large Director; Jason Koester, CGCS, was elected 
as Northeast Director; Jeff Bosworth was tabbed the 
new Northwest Director, while Steve Bush, CSFM, 
was elected for a first term in one of the Commercial 
Exhibitor seats. Congratulations go out to all four of 
these turf managers and a word of thanks to the other 
candidates who ran in this year's elections!       

 I would also like to take this opportunity to 
extend my gratitude to the three Board Members 
leaving their positions at this time. Matt Carl, CSFM, 
Mike Estrem and Tim Giofreddi are all stepping 
down after one or more terms of service as a director.  
All three have taken the time and dedication neces-
sary to serve the forward progress of our association 
and their commitment will not go unnoticed.  I trust 
that all three will remain active and involved in other 
capacities within ISTMA in the upcoming year and 
into the future. 

2010 Election Results           —John Newell 

Whether you are working on a home lawn, commercial 
property, sports field or golf course it is imperative that 
you clean up any applied materials from hard surfaces. 
Professional Turfgrass managers know this, but it is obvi-
ous not everyone knows. Water quality is important to 
everyone. Materials left on paved surfaces can easily be 
swept into the storm sewers system and consequently end 
up in our streams & lakes. 
 
 

The first part of the legislation reads as follows: 
 

“The department shall adopt rules prohibiting a person 
who applies fertilizer or pesticide to grass from putting 
fertilizer or pesticide on a public street or sidewalk.  Au-
thority to enforce this subsection and rules adopted pursu-
ant to this subsection shall be with a county board of 
health. As used in this section, "fertilizer" and "pesticide" 
mean the same as defined in section 200.3.” 
 

You can read the entire bill at: http://
coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=
billinfo&Service=Billbook&menu=false&hbill=SF2081
 

Regardless of your view of the need for this legislation, 
the main fact is that not everyone cleans up material from 

hard surfaces. You can blame homeowners, unlicensed 
‘renegade’ operators, etc., but the problem remains. As 
long as there is non-point source pollution reaching 
Iowa’s streams, lakes and rivers, there will be public pres-
sure on elected officials to do something about water qual-
ity. 
 

Don’t blame Senator Bolkcom for representing the con-
stituents who elected him and don’t blame the system for 
not understanding the situation. People in the business of 
Turfgrass Management certainly understand that it’s im-
possible to make a granular treatment without some mate-
rial overflowing to the hard surfaces surrounding the turf. 
We also understand that it is worth the time to clean up 
the excess and return it to the turfgrass. Share that knowl-
edge with anyone that does not know how important clean 
up is for water quality.  
 

The only way we can expect our elected officials to know 
what the business of turfgrass management entails is by 
telling them. Get to know your Iowa Senators and Repre-
sentatives and let them know how their efforts affect you 
and your business.  
 

Then explain to your friends and neighbors why it’s so 
important to clean up the hard surfaces after every appli-
cation.             

Teach Everyone to Clean up Fertilizer & Granular materials from Streets, Driveways, Parking lots 
& Sidewalks                                                                            — Jeff Wendel, ITI Communications Director  
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Kirkwood students place well in National 
Turfgrass educational competition. 
A group of Kirkwood Community College Ag Science 
students made a good “first impression” during a recent 
national competition. The students in Kirkwood’s Golf 
Course and Athletic Turfgrass Management competed in 
the National Turf Bowl Competition in Orlando, Fla. The 
mid-January events gave students, in both two- and four-
year college programs, a chance to prove their knowledge 

and skills in a variety of competitive events. 

A group of six students, and Ag Science Instructor Troy 
McQuillen, competed in the National Turf Bowl Competi-
tion at the Sports Turf Management Association Confer-
ence in Orlando. This was the inaugural year for Kirk-
wood’s involvement in the competition.  

 

A total of 125 students from around the nation partici-
pated in the event, with six students and McQuillen repre-
senting Kirkwood. McQuillen called the students’ work 
“terrific, especially for their first year” in the contests. 
 “We had had two teams out of 36 competing in the 2010 
Turf Bowl. We were pretty proud of their performance, 
plus it gave the students a bigger view of the industry and 
their [future] job prospects,” McQuillen said. 

The teams were divided between two-year degrees and 
four-year degrees. The Iowa competitors were divided 
into three-man teams:  Kirkwood Team 205 included

Brandon Vogt, Marion. Team 204 was made up of Paul 
Swafford, Fairfield; Tyler Janssen, Ackley; and Adrain 
Rubey of Danville. 

 

Team 205 placed third out of 15 two-year teams and 
Team 204 placed eighth. The students competed at the 
Disney Coronado Springs Resort in Orlando.  Each stu-
dent had two and a half hours to complete a 100-question, 
multiple-choice test, then conduct 40 live-sample identifi-
cations of grasses, weeds, diseases, and insects. Finally, 
students had to write an essay on a turf-related topic. 
 
“It is notable that first place honors went to Penn State 
University’s diploma program, second place to Virginia 
Tech University’s diploma program, and third place was 
our own Kirkwood Community College Team 
205. Another truly successful thing about the event is that 
we placed first against all other community colleges,” 
McQuillen observed.   
 
In order to attend the competition, the Kirkwood students 
conducted fund-raisers over the last year to pay for travel 
expenses. 

Green Grass and High Marks     —Troy McQuillen 

From Left to Right-- Brandon Cooper, Tyler Janssen, 
Michael Burkle, Adrian Rubey, Paul Swafford, Brandon
Vogt. Center is Linda Wightman (Hunter Industries)

 

 

 

Michael Burkle of Monona; Brandon Cooper, Tama; and 
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I would like to take this time to thank everyone 
who attended an ISTMA workshop this past 
year. I hope you took something home with you. 
Also a big thank you to everyone who sponsored 
the workshops! Our Vendors support makes our 
workshops possible. 
 
Hopefully, 2010 will be as much of a success as 
2009 was. We are trying to provide quality edu-
cation for our members and plan workshops that 
ISTMA members want to attend. 
 
We have no solid dates at this writing, but have 
plans for several educational events. Steve Bush,  
CSFM, John Netwal and Andy Hamann will 
host the first workshop for 2010 and will pro-
vide information on the grow-in of sand based 
fields. Tony Senio and Andy Eiffert, from the 
University of Iowa, are also hosting a workshop 
at Kinnick Stadium and the Football Practice 
Facility on Synthetic and Natural turf areas. On 
April 21st Chris Schlosser and his crew will host 

a Baseball workshop at Sec Taylor and Cownie 
Little League Complex. Please keep your eye on 
the website for details. 
 
Visit http://www.iowaturfgrass.org/
istmahome.htm and click on the Events link. 
 
We have planned for 2011 a workshop in Iowa 
on Irrigation Audit and Certification for all Turf 
Managers. Lynda Wightman from Hunter Indus-
tries will put this event on and it will be another 
day of great education for us, as always from 
Lynda. We would like to have the rest of 
ISTMA workshops for 2011 in the planning 
process so if any of you want to host a workshop 
please contact Tony Senio or Joe Wagner and 
we will help you put this together. 
 
Again a big THANK YOU to all Vendors for 
the support they give the Turf Industry and the 
ISTMA members. We could not exist without 
you! 

Workshop Review 2009/Preview 2010                                —-Joe Wagner 

Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association   
www.iowaturfgrass.org 

The STMA national conference represents an 
opportunity for turf students across the country 
to showcase their collective knowledge at the 
Student Challenge, while the conference in gen-
eral offers an opportunity to network and attend 
educational sessions, benefiting future careers in 
the turf industry.  This year, Iowa State Univer-
sity was represented by eight students, compris-
ing two teams.  The annual event consists of a 
two hour comprehensive exam including sports 
turf specific and general turf knowledge as well 
as a multi faceted case study.  The competition 
was won by Penn State and both second and 
third place went to teams from Purdue.  Iowa 
State’s teams finished in 6th and 14th place. 
Graduate student Andrew Hoiberg from Iowa 
State was awarded the Foundation for Safe Ath-
letic Fields (SAFE), Dr. James Watson Graduate 
Scholarship. 

Iowa State’s participation in the Student Chal-
lenge would not be possible without the contin-
ued support of our industry and is greatly appre-
ciated.    

STMA National Conference Iowa State University Team       -Andrew Hoiberg 

 (L to R) Jacob Button, Chandler Nunnikhoven, Eric 
Van Ginkel, Dale Getz (Toro), Josh Tvrdik, Dave Min-
ner, Nick Baker, Jim Heinz (Toro), Jacob Bendickson, 
Andrew Hoiberg, Chase Manning, Brad Larson  
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2010 Board of  Directors 
 

ISTMA President  
Don Larson, Central Director 
Ames Community Schools  
Ames, IA 
(P) 515-239-3795 
Donald.larson@ames.k12.ia.us 
 

Northeast Director  
Jason Koester, CGCS 
Grinnell College  
Grinnell, IA  
(P) 319-231-9254 
jkkoester@yahoo.com 
 

Northwest Director  
Jeff Bosworth 
Sodexho Services Drake University 
Des Moines, IA 
(P) 515-202-8847 
jeff.bosworth@drake.edu 
 
 

Southwest Director  
Chris Schlosser 
Iowa Cubs Baseball  
Des Moines, IA   
(P) 515-243-6111  
chriss@iowacubs.com 
 

Southeast Director  
John Newell 
Burlington Regional RecPlex  
Burlington, IA  
(P) 319-758-9419  
jnewell@mchsi.com  
 

Exhibitor Director  
Bryan Wood 
Commercial Turf & Tractor  
Chillicothe, Missouri  
(P) 800-748-7497 
woodb@windstream.net 
 

Exhibitor Director  
Steve Bush, CSFM 
Bush Sports Turf 
Milan, IL   
(P)877-787-2676 
steve@bushturf.com 
 

At-Large Director 
Tony Senio 
University of Iowa  
Iowa City, IA 
(P) 319-430-5333  
tonysenio@yahoo.com  
 

At-Large Director  
Mark Heick  
City of Iowa City  
Iowa City, IA  
(P) 319-643-5095 
markjheick@yahoo.com  
 

Newsletter Editor  
Allison Schmitt 
allison@iowaturfgrass.org  
 

Please direct any questions or con-
cerns regarding the newsletter to 
Allison Schmitt. 
 
 

Iowa Turfgrass Institute 
 
ITI Director  
Joe Wagner  
City of Iowa City 
Iowa City, IA  
(P)319-356-5107 
Joe-wagner@iowa-city.org 
 
ITI Director  
Rick Simpson 
Marshalltown Schools, Blgs/Grds 
Marshalltown, IA 
(P)641-754-1090 Ext 6071 
rsimpson@marshalltown.k12.ia.us 
 
 
 

Iowa Turfgrass Office  
 
Executive Director  
Jeff Wendel 
Iowa Sports Turf Managers  
Association 
17017 US Highway 69  
Ames, IA  50010-9294 
(P) 515-232-8222 
(F) 515-232-8228  
jeff@iowaturfgrass.org  
 
Administrative Assistant  
Patti Woo 
(P) 515-232-8222 
(F) 515-232-8228  
patti@iowaturfgrass.org 
 

              Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association 
           Iowa Turfgrass Office  
             17017 US Highway 69  
             Ames, IA  50010-9294 
(P) (800)605-0420 or (515)232-8222  
(F) (515)232-8228  
www.iowaturfgrass.org 
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